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“. .. the Disciples were called Christians first in Antioch!” Acts 11:26
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Prophet Haggai; Theophania the empress; Hieromartyr Modestos, Archbishop of Jerusalem
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Troparion of the Resurrection — Tone 4
When the women disciples of the Lord, learned from the angel the glad
tidings of the Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse, and

proudly told the Apostles: Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen,
granting the world great mercy.

Troparion for the Forefathers — Tone 2
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient forefathers and through them thou
hast gone before and betrothed unto thyself the Church of the Gentiles.
Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted
forth a noble fruit, and she it was who gave birth to thee without seed.
Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.

Kontakion of Holy Resurrection — Tone 8
You descended into the tomb O immortal; You destroyed the power of
death. In victory you arose O Christ God, proclaiming rejoice to the
myrrh-bearing women. Granting peace to Your apostles, and bestowing
Resurrection on the fallen.

Kontakion for the Presentation for the Nativity — Tone 3
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth in an ineffable manner
to the Word before the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou
hearest, and glorify with the angels and shepherds him who shall appear
by his own will as a new babe, being God before the ages.
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to meet today after liturgy in the back room. We
will be having a pre-Nativity scavenger hunt.
)+ will be meeting on December 19th, 2007
right after daily vespers.
will meet on December 23, 2007 with a
teaching by Claire VandenOever.
) has been postponed throughout the
Nativity season and will not be meeting Sunday night December
16th, December 23rd, or December 30th.
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X Dec 16 X Dec 17 X Dec 18 X Dec 19 X Dec 20 X Dec 21 X Dec 22
Orthros — 8:45am Vespers — 6:00pm Vespers — 6:00pm
Liturgy — 9:30am

Fr. Gregory Owen Sherry Mizimakoski

X Dec 23 X Dec 24 Dec 25 Dec 26 Dec 27 Dec 28 Dec 29
Orthros—8:45am | Nativity Liturgy — Vespers — 6:00pm Vespers — 6:00pm
Liturgy— 9:30cm [ 9:00pm NATIVITY OF

LORD, GOD & SAVIOR )
JESUS CHRIST Julianne Lear Matthew Drennan

CHANGES/ADDITIONS TO CALENDAR OR PRAYER LIST MAY BE SENT TO ‘MRB@BRIGHTSITES.COM’ OR CALL 840-0120

Fr. Paisius (The Academy)
Jim Vail (st. Seraphim Brotherhood)

Fr. Boris

Fr. Nicholas Dahdal
Fr. Phillip Drennan & Family

Fr. Stephen & Kh. Jedonne Rhudy

John & Catherine (Bp. Mark's parents)

Fr. David Rogers & Prison Ministry
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Matthew Drennan
Marie George
Gloria Bright
Mike Hinds

John

Nancy

Denise Lynch
Karen

Jena

(l |
Eli
Isaac
Michael
Doug Anderson
Alex Mellinger
Mike Haas
Jim Krajewski
Lewis
Jane Lamb

Departed

Archbishop Peter
Archimandrite Joseph
Elizabeth Forsa
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COLOSSIANS 3:4-11

Prokeimenon: O Lord, how magnificent are your works.

You have made all things in wisdom.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians.

BRETHREN, when Christ who is our life appears,
then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the
sons of disobedience. In these you once walked, when
you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the
old nature with its practices and have put on the new
nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the
Image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.

The Gospel Reading
LUKE 14:16-24;: MATTHEW 22:14

The Lord said this parable: “A man once gave a great
banquet, and invited many; and at the time of the banquet he
sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for
all is now ready.” But they all allke began to make excuses. The
first said to him, ‘I have bought €
a field, and I go out and see it; | f,
pray you, have me excused.” :
And another said, ‘I have g
bought five yoke of oxen, and | ,
must go to examine them; | |§
pray you, have me excused.’
And another said, ‘I have
married a wife, and therefore |
cannot come.” So the servant
came and reported this to his
master. Then the householder
in anger said to his servant, ‘Go
out quickly to the streets and Ys&
lanes of the city, and bring in $£4
the poor and maimed and blind
and lame.” And the servant said, “Sir, what you commanded has
been done, and there is still room.” And the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people
to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of
those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many
are called, but few are chosen.’”
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"Many in the church . . . are afraid to lead a better life, but not afraid
to continue in the quagmire of their inertia. Because they consider
themselves to be sinners, they tremble to approach the way of sanctity,
but they are not afraid to persist in their vices."
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